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Each	month	at	the	Healthcare	Disaster	Council,	disaster	preparedness	professionals	

come	together	for	in‐depth,	passionate	dialogue	about	a	range	of	topics.	Here’s	a	

glimpse	at	some	of	the	discussion	in	February:	

 Of ice	of	Emergency	Services	(OES)	reported	the	State	is	in	a	drought.	The	Water	

Authority	has	asked	that	people	cut	back	their	water	usage	by	10%.	

 California	Hospital	 Association	 (CHA)	 released	 the	 food	 planning	 guidance.	 The	

water	guidance	is	separate	and	is	still	being	worked	on. 

 The	CHA	Conference	is	scheduled	for	September	22‐24,	2014. 

 There	is	a		national	shortage	of	normal	saline	IV	solutions.		

Trainings and Drills 

 

Joint EOC / WebEOC Workshops 
Agenda: 

9:00 - 10:30: SEMS/NIMS Introduction 
10:30 - 11:30: WebEOC Overview 
11:30 - 12:30: WebEOC Subject Specific 
12:30 - 1:30: Lunch (on your own) 
1:30 - 4:30: EOC Section Specific 
 
 

Available Dates: 
 
March 27, 2014 (Operations Section) 
July 17, 2014 (Planning-Intel Section) 
September 25, 2014 (Finance Section) 
Registration is available via email at: 
WebEOC@sdcounty.ca.gov. Please include your 
contact information and specify which dates and 
which segments you would like to attend.  

 
Hospital Exercise 
April 9, 2014 
6pm to 9pm  
 
Statewide Exercise  
November 20, 2014  
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Surge Tent Deployment  
By: Adrian Lopez 
Disaster Educator 
Sharp HealthCare 

 
 It is 8:00 pm and a line that extends out the Emergency Department door has formed 
with patients waiting to check into the department. Before you reach for the surge tent that 
you have in storage; multiple criteria must be met. The surge tent must go through a primary 
and secondary approval process. The primary approval process covers the physical state of the 
tent and is conducted by multiple state agencies. The secondary approval process covers the 
physical deployment and surge tent usage.  
 
 When the healthcare organization integrates the use of surge tents into the disaster 
plans, there are three regulatory agencies required to approve the surge tents. The preplanning 
or primary approval begins with the State Fire Marshal; they are responsible for statewide rules 
in the prevention of fire related to use of the surge tents. The next approval needed comes 
from the local fire department that must approve the location and configuration of the surge 
tents. The last agency approval needed is OSHPD.  OSHPD is responsible for making sure the 
appropriate safety measures are in place to protect the hospital facility and the surge tent from 
adjacent hazards and potential exposures. Approval by these three agencies assures the surge 
tent is not made of flammable material, is structurally sound, and will be deployed in an area 
that does not restrict access or egress should an evacuation from the tent occur.   When       
deployed, the surge tent depends on the main facility for utilities such as electricity, heat, and/
or air conditioning. This is reviewed by OSPHD to assure that the main facility is not impacted 
by the adjacent surge tent. With the primary approval cleared, the secondary approval process 
comes from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH). 
 
            CDPH assures compliance with the requirements for when and how the surge tent will 
be deployed and utilized. There are multiple sections in the published CDPH guidance on       
deployment of the surge tent, one being that the area utilized to deploy the surge tent falls    
under hospital space conversion, which translates to the ED parking lot becoming an ED annex.  
When the decision is made to deploy the surge tent, the hospital must contact the CDPH       
Licensing and Certification office and make a request regardless of a declared or non-declared 
emergency. In the case of a non-declared emergency, the hospital must offer an explanation of 
the situation, justification for utilization, and receive approval to deploy the tent. Circumstances 
where State or Local emergency declarations have been made may simplify the approval     
process for deployment.  
 
 In summary, three regulatory agencies must approve deployment of the surge tents.  It 
is recommended that hospitals that have disaster plans that call for utilizing the surge tents 
should connect with the local fire department to get their approval in the form of a letter and a 
seal placed on the tent.  
 
            For additional information about surge tents please visit:  
http://www.calhospitalprepare.org/post/approval-health-care-facility-use-surge-tents  

http://www.calhospitalprepare.org/post/approval-health-care-facility-use-surge-tents�
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